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Nā Māhū Hahau Hohoa o Hāʻena: The Fierce &  
Fabulous in Hawaiian Moʻolelo

J. Hauʻoli Lorenzo-Elarco

Wielding hohoa (a kapa-making implement) as weapons of warfare, 

the Māhū of Hāʻena nearly seized control of Kauaʻi from its ruling chief, 

Manouli—until Kamaakamahiʻai, called in a dream, arrives at Wailua, armed 

with supernatural abilities and a sacred ancestral war club to defend his 

grandfather’s kingdom. “Ka Moolelo o Kamaakamahiai,” documented by 

J. W. K. Kaualilinoe and serialized in the Hawaiian-language newspaper 

Ka Nupepa Kuokoa from 1870 to 1871, is one of the few known moʻolelo 

Hawaiʻi (Hawaiian narratives) that feature māhū. 

This paper centers on the epic battle scene within this moʻolelo to expand 

and enrich Kanaka perspectives on māhū through traditional Hawaiian-

language narratives. It foregrounds the fierce and fabulous qualities of 

māhū warriorship and villainy in Hawaiian moʻolelo, analyzing their cultural 

roles and representations to support, challenge, and inform current concep-

tualizations of māhū identities. By examining kūlana māhū (characteris-

tics of māhū) and pae māhū (leagues of māhū in a particular context) as 
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they appear in moʻolelo Hawaiʻi drawn from Hawaiian-language archival 

materials, this research invites the remembering, retelling, and revitalizing 

moʻolelo māhū as stories of strength, beauty, power, and resilience—offered 

as inspiration for our own identity, defiance, and reclamation.
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“E Ana e Huaina”:1 He ʻŌlelo Hoʻolauna

Ua kākaʻikahi loa nō nā moʻolelo kuʻuna Hawaiʻi e pili ana i ka poʻe māhū 
o ka wā i hala loa aku, a ʻo kekahi o ia ʻano moʻolelo ke kumuhana nui o 

kēia pepa nei. E kau ana nō hoʻi nā maka heluhelu i nā hohoa a kekahi mau 
Māhū o Hāʻena, Kauaʻi, mai ka moʻolelo mai nō ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai, i kākau ʻia e 
J. W. K. Kaualilinoe no Luheikawai, Mānoa, a paʻi ʻia maila i Ka Nupepa Kuokoa i 
ka MH 1870 a i ka MH 1871.2 He wahi māhele pōkole wale nō ko ua mau Māhū nei 
i loko o ka moʻolelo holoʻokoʻa. A, he waiwai nō naʻe nā hune ʻike e loaʻa mai ana i 
ke kālailai hāiki ʻana aku i ia māhele no ka ʻike kuʻuna Hawaiʻi e hoʻākāka hou ʻia 
aku ana nā manaʻo ʻo ke kūlana māhū (nā hiʻohiʻona pili i ka māhū) a me ka pae 
māhū (he ʻāuna māhū nona kekahi ʻano kuleana ma kekahi ʻoihana, he ʻalaneo 
paha). He mau ʻōlelo kahiko ia e hoʻōla ʻia mai nei i loko o ka ʻimi ʻana i ka pono o 
ka poʻe māhū i kēia au nei.

I kēia au e neʻe nei, ua hele a pilikia loa nō ka poʻe māhū i ka hana ʻino ʻia, ka 
hōʻoia mauli kanaka, ke olakino, a me ka hoʻopaʻahao ʻia, a aia nō kekahi kumu 
o ia pilikia ʻana i ke au hoʻokolonaio ʻana i ka nohona, ke kaiapili, ke kānāwai, ka 
hoʻomana, a me ke kuanaʻike Kanaka o Hawaiʻi nei (Zanghellini, 2013; Young, 
2015; Alvarez mā, 2020; Kahikina, 2024). E like loa nō me koʻu moʻolelo ponoʻī, ua 
lilo ia hua ʻōlelo ʻo māhū he pula makawelawela, nemanema, a ʻinoʻino loa, a no ia 
kumu i loli nui ai kona manaʻo kuʻuna. ʻImi aku kēia pepa i ka hoʻohemokolonaio i 
ia mau manaʻo me ka papalena ʻana aku i ia mau papahana kolonaio i mea e hoʻōla 
hou ʻia ai ka manaʻo kumu o ia mea he māhū. 

He Mau Loina Kākau o Kēia Pepa Nei 

E ka mea heluhelu, e ʻike ana nō ʻoe i ka maʻaka ʻana o Māhū ma kekahi mau 
māhele, a me ka naʻinaʻi ʻana o māhū ma kekahi mau māhele. He loina kākau nō 
ia a Kaualilinoe, a ʻo kaʻu mea nō ia e mālama nei ma kēia pepa. ʻO ia maʻaka ʻana 
hoʻi, he wahi hōʻailona ia no kekahi hāmeʻe nui me ka inoa i hea ʻole ʻia. I akāka 
nā loina o kēia pepa, inā pela ʻia ʻo Māhū me ka hua maʻaka, ua pili hāiki nō i nā 
Māhū o ka moʻolelo o Kamaakamahiʻai, ma ke ʻano hoʻi he mau hāmeʻe maoli o ka 
moʻolelo. Inā pela ʻia nō naʻe ʻo māhū me ka hua naʻinaʻi, ua pili laulā nō i ka poʻe 
māhū, ma ke ʻano hoʻi he kikino. 
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Eia he wahi pula iki e paʻa i kō maka no ka pela inoa ʻana ma kēia pepa nei. ʻOiai 
he pepa hoʻonaʻauao Lāhui Hawaiʻi nō kēia, ua hoʻoholo ka mea kākau nei i ka 
pela aku i nā inoa me ka ʻokina a me ke kahakō, e like loa nō hoʻi me ka mea e ʻike 
leʻa ʻia mai nei. Ua lohe ʻia nō nā ʻano ʻōlelo like ʻole a ka poʻe ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi e kūʻē 
ana i ka ʻokina me ke kahakō ma nā inoa kupuna, a ʻo ke kumu nui i kuhikuhi 
pinepine ʻia, ʻaʻole pēlā ko nā kūpuna pela ʻana i ko lākou mau inoa, e laʻa hoʻi me 
Mary Kawena Pukui.3 Wahi a ka lohe, ʻaʻohe ona makemake iki i ka pela ʻia o kona 
inoa male me ka ʻokina a me ke kahakō, ʻoiai, ʻaʻole pēlā ka hana a kona ʻohana 
male nona ia inoa. Mai noʻonoʻo iki nō naʻe kāua, e ka mea heluhelu, he kānāwai 
ka ʻokina me ke kahakō e pela pololei ʻia ai ka ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi, ʻaʻole loa. He koʻokoʻo 
nō ia mau māka e kōkua i ka mea heluhelu ma ka puana pololei ʻana, o poina 
auaneʻi—a pau pū ka manaʻo pololei o ka inoa—i ka ʻike ʻole ʻia o ka puana ʻana. 
He mānaleo ua ʻo Kawena nei, a ua ʻike leʻa ʻo ia i ka puana ʻana o kona inoa male, 
a ʻo ke kumu nō paha ia i manaʻo ai ʻo ia he mahaʻoi ka ʻokina me ke kahakō ma ka 
pela ʻokoʻa ʻana i ka inoa ʻohana o kāna kāne. No kākou naʻe o nei au me ko mua 
aku, ʻaʻohe paha ʻike leʻa. 

No laila, ma kēia pepa nei, me ka manaʻolana e lilo ana ia he koʻokoʻo e kōkua 
i ka poʻe makeʻe ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi, e hōʻano ʻia ana nō kekahi mau inoa e like me 
Kamaakamahi̒ ai, Kānepuʻu, Pūkuʻi, a pēlā aku, i ʻike leʻa ʻia mai ai ka puana pololei. 
No nā inoa ̒ ike leʻa ̒ ole ̒ ia o ka puana pololei ̒ ana, i ka wā i kū mua ai ma kēia pepa, 
e pela ʻia ma ke ʻano i ʻike ʻia ma ke kumu, a laila, hoʻokomo ʻia koʻu kuhi i loko o 
nā kahaapo kihikihi e like me kēia nei: Pu-ki [Pūkī]. Inā naʻe he puanaʻī paha mai 
ke kumu, a he haʻakuhi paha i kekahi kumu ʻike, e pela ʻia ana nō e like loa me ke 
ʻano ma ke kumu. 

“Ua Inaina Au i Kela Mau Mahu”:4 He Mau Hune ʻIke o 
ka Manaʻo, ke Kūlana, a me ka Pae o ia Mea he Māhū

No koʻu ʻano paha, ua hoʻomaʻau nui ʻia mai au i koʻu wā ʻōpiopio, i mua o koʻu 
alo a i hope o koʻu kua, i loko o ka lumi papa, ke kahua pāʻani, ke kime pōpeku, 
a me ka pōʻai ʻohana pū kekahi, a ua kapa ʻia mai au he māhū, a me nā ʻano inoa 
kūamuamu ʻinoʻino a nemanema loa a kūpono ʻole ke helu ʻia ma ʻaneʻi nei. E like 
ana nō hoʻi me kā Kamaakamahiʻai ʻōlelo e kau ana i luna iki aʻe nei—“ua inaina 
au i kela mau mahu” (Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4)—ia wā 
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hoʻi, ̒ aʻohe oʻu mahalo iki i ia hua ̒ ōlelo. Ia wā pū nō hoʻi, ̒ aʻole paha au i ̒ ike maoli, 
he ̒ ōlelo Hawaiʻi nō ia hua ̒ ōlelo, a pēlā nō paha koʻu ̒ ike mālani (me nā mea ̒ ino e 
kūamuamu mai ana) no ka ʻai wale ʻana i ka iʻa hiʻu kahi o ke kai pāpaʻu. A hiki loa 
mai nō naʻe i kēia lā e neʻe nei, mau aku koʻu ʻimi ʻana i ia manaʻo ʻoiaʻiʻo o ia mea 
he māhū me ona mau palena i pale ai ke kuanaʻike Hawaiʻi maoli me ke kuanaʻike 
ʻē mai waho mai. He hōʻikeʻike nō kēia māhele nei o ia ʻimi ʻana.

No Ia Mea he Māhū

Ua ʻike ʻia nō ia mea he māhū i loko o ka moʻolelo Hawaiʻi iō kikilo loa mai, e laʻa 
hoʻi ka pule hoʻolaʻa aliʻi he Kumulipo.5 I loko nō naʻe o ko ua hua ʻōlelo nei ʻano 
kahiko loa i loko o ka moʻomeheu Hawaiʻi, ʻaʻole akāka loa kona manaʻo maoli 
a kuʻuna hoʻi. Wehewehe ʻia ʻo māhū ma kekahi puke wehewehe ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi, 
penei; “Homosexual, of either sex; hermaphrodite” (Pukui & Elbert, 1986, ʻa. 220). 
ʻO kekahi manaʻo hou, ʻo ia hoʻi he “transvestite, an individual, not necessarily 
homosexual, who wears clothing of the opposite sex.”6 Ma ka ʻōlelo Kanaka, e like 
me ka mea i ʻike a lohe ʻia a hiki i kēia mau lā nei, hoʻohui ʻia nō ia mau mea 
ʻekolu—he homosexual, he hermaphrodite, a he transvestite—ma lalo o hoʻokahi 
hua ʻōlelo ʻo māhū. Ma ka ʻōlelo Pelekānia nō naʻe, ʻokoʻa ʻo homosexual, a ʻokoʻa 
nō ʻo hermaphrodite, a ʻokoʻa hoʻi ʻo transvestite—ʻekolu hua ʻōlelo ʻokoʻa, a ʻekolu 
manaʻo ʻokoʻa. 

Ma kēia pepa nei, ke kuhi ʻia ʻo māhū, kuhi ʻia nō kekahi o ia mau manaʻo. Aia 
nō hoʻi ka hoʻopuka ʻia o māhū i ka pōʻaiapili o ke kālailaina. I mea hoʻi e mālama 
ʻia ai he pepa ʻōlelo Kanaka piha e like loa me ka pono, a i akāka loa nō hoʻi kēia 
kālailaina, naʻu e hāpai mai i kēia mau ʻōlelo wehewehena ma ka ʻōlelo makuahine 
e pili ana i kēia mau hua ʻōlelo ʻekolu. Pēia ma ka pepa nei: ʻo homosexual, he kāne 
moe kāne a he wahine moe wahine paha; a ʻo hermaphrodite, he kanaka nona kekahi 

ʻano hi̒ ona maʻi kāne a me kekahi ʻano hi̒ ona maʻi wahine; a ʻo transvestite, he kāne 
kohu nānaina ʻano wahine a he wahine kohu nānaina ʻano kāne paha. 

ʻO ka nīnau koʻikoʻi e kau nui mai nei i ka maka, eia mai nō ia: he ʻoiaʻiʻo maoli 
anei ia mau wehewehena ʻekolu i loko o ke kuanaʻike Hawaiʻi kuʻuna no ia mea he 
māhū? Ma ka noiʻi ʻana i nā kumu ʻike no ka hoʻopuka ʻia ʻana o māhū me ka ʻike 
e pili pū ana, pēlā e hōʻoia ai a hōʻole ai.
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ʻO kekahi kumu ̒ ike, ua paʻi ̒ ia ma waenakonu o ka ̒aoʻao mua ma Ka Nupepa Kuokoa 
i ka makahiki (MH) 1920 e wehewehe ana no ka paʻa i ka hopu ʻia o kekahi kāne 
me kāna “wahine” he māhū, ʻo Mr. a me Mrs. Florincio Loriozo wahine. Paʻi pū 
ʻia he kiʻi o lāua me ka ʻōlelo wehewehena, penei, “He mau Pilipino o ka mare 
ana mamua koke aku nei, eia ka auanei o Mrs. Loirozo [pn] i manaoia he wahine, 
he kane no oia, i komo nae i ka lole wahine me na lako e ae o ka wahine no 
kekahi mau makahiki lehulehu” (Mr. ame Mrs. Florincio Loriozo, 1920, ʻa. 1).7 
Ua paʻa male ʻia ʻo “Florincio Lorioza” [pn] (kapa ʻia he kāne ma ka ʻatikala) a me 
Benito Oeho (kapa ʻia he māhū ma ka ʻatikala) i ka lā 8 o Iulai, 1920, ma A̒iea e ke 
kahu ʻo John Matthews i kekahi mau pule ma mua iki aku o ko lāua hoʻopaʻa hopu 
ʻia a me ke paʻi ʻia o ia ʻatikala ma ka nūpepa. Penei i wehewehe ʻia ai ua ʻo Oeho lā: 

 
He kulana mahu maoli…a no kekahi mau makahiki loihi, 
ua kuhihewa maoli ia no kela Pilipino he wahine, no ka 
mea e komo ana oia i ka lole wahine, me na komolima ma 
kona mau manamanalima, me na kula pepeiao hoi ma 
kona mau pepeiao, a o ka mea i oi aku ai ke kuhihewaia, oia 
no ka loloa o kona lauoho, me ka hanaia a like loa me ka 
lauoho o na wahine.

 
Waiho ʻia akula he mau hōʻike i mua o ka ʻoihana mākaʻi o ʻEwa, a ʻo ka huli akula 
nō ia i loko o ka hale o lāua no nā mea e ʻoiaʻiʻo ai ia mau hōʻike. I ka ʻike leʻa ʻia he 
mau kāne nō, ua hoʻopaʻa ʻia lāua me ka manaʻo o ka poʻe mākaʻi, “Aole he pololei 
o ka mareia ana o kela mau Pilipino” (Mr. ame Mrs. Florincio Loriozo, 1920, ʻa. 1). 
A̒̒ohe wahi hoʻopiʻi e kūʻē ana i ka male ʻana o ia mau Pilipino ʻelua, akā, ua ʻimi 
ʻia nō naʻe ke ala e hoʻihoʻi hou ʻia ai ia mau Pilipino i ko lāua ʻāina ponoʻī, me ka 
manaʻo pū, ʻaʻole e noho hou mai i Hawaiʻi nei. Pau ka ʻatikala ma ka ʻōlelo ʻana 
penei, “I ka ikeia ana ae la o ke kulana oiaio loa o keia Pilipino mahu, e okiia ana 
kona lauoho, me kona hookomoia aku i ka lole o na kane, pela hoi ke kiolaia ana 
o kona mau kahiko o ka wahine, [pn] ana e hokoheoheo [pn: hoʻokōheoheo] mau 
ana i na manawa ae nei i hala.”

Ma ia moʻolelo, he “kulana mahu maoli” ko Oeho, a ̒ o ka mea e ̒ ike ̒ ia ai he kūlana 
māhū—ʻo ka mea hoʻi ia e māhū ai kona kūlana—ʻo ia ke kohu loa o kona nānaina 
i ka wahine ma kona lole, kona komo lima, kona kula pepeiao, a me kona lauoho. 
E laʻa hoʻi me ka wehewehena no Oeho no kona kūlana māhū maoli, ua kūlike 
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nō ia me kā Pūkuʻi, Haertig, me Lee wehewehena no ka māhū ma ke ʻano hoʻi he 
kāne kohu nānaina ʻano wahine. No laila hoʻi, no ia mea he māhū, e like nō me ka 
mea i ʻike ʻia ma ia ʻatikala, he kāne nō ma ka hānau ʻia ʻana, a koho ʻo ia i ke ʻano 
nānaina wahine, a he wahine nō ma ka nānā ʻana. 

Inā hahai ʻia ka manaʻo o ia ʻatikala no Oeho mā, he māhū nō ua ʻo Oeho nei ma 
o ke ʻano o kona nānaina, ʻaʻole ke ʻano o kona moe ʻana, a i ka maka o ka poʻe 
mākaʻi, he mau kāne maoli nō ʻo Florincio lāua ʻo Oeho. Eia hoʻi, ʻaʻole i kuhi ʻia 
he māhū ʻo Florincio, he kāne nō, a ʻike leʻa ʻia pēlā ma kona nānaina. Mau nō ko 
Florincio kūlana he kāne i loko nō o kona moe a male ʻana i kekahi māhū. A̒̒ole 
ʻo ia he māhū. ʻO Oeho wale nō ka i kuhikuhi ʻia he māhū no kona ʻano nānaina 
kohu wahine. 

Wahi a kēia kuanaʻike ma ka ʻatikala, inā moe kekahi kāne me kekahi kāne, a kohu 
kāne ka nānaina, he mau kāne nō lāua, ʻaʻole nō lāua e manaʻo ʻia he mau māhū. 
No laila, pili ʻole ia kūlana māhū i ke kāne moe kāne (a kāne moe māhū paha) e 
like me kekahi wehewehena a Pūkuʻi lāua ʻo Elbert, a ʻaʻole paha pili ka māhū i ke 
keka o ke kanaka. Eia kekahi, ʻaʻole paha pili ka manaʻo o ia mea he māhū i ke ʻano 
pālua o kona maʻi he hiʻona kāne, he hiʻona wahine. ʻOiai, ma ua ʻatikala lā, ʻaʻole 
i kuhi pono ʻia ke ʻano i hōʻoia ʻia ai ko Oeho hiʻona kāne, a ʻaʻole hoʻi i kuhi ʻia ke 
ʻano hiʻona o kona maʻi, no laila, ʻaʻole paha hiki ke kuhi wale aku, ʻo Oeho kekahi 
kanaka nona kekahi ̒ ano hi̒ ona maʻi kāne a me kekahi ̒ ano hi̒ ona maʻi wahine, a i ̒ ole, 
ua like ʻo māhū me kēia ʻōlelo o luna.

No Ia Mea he Māhū mai ka Māhū mai o ke Au Nei 

Ma ka hoʻolauna o kēia māhele nei, ua moʻolelo pōkole aku au no koʻu kapa ʻia 
ʻana he māhū i koʻu wā ʻōpiopio, ma ke ʻano nō naʻe, he ʻōlelo ʻino a nemanema loa. 
Ua kapa ʻia au pēlā e ka poʻe ʻike ʻole i ka ʻike Hawaiʻi, a ʻaʻole lākou he mau māhū. 
No laila ke ʻano nui o kēia māhele nei, ʻo ia ka wehewehe pōkole ʻana i ia manaʻo 
o ka māhū mai ka waha mai nō o kekahi māhū o ke au nei, nona kekahi ʻano ʻike 
hohonu a ka Hawaiʻi.

ʻO Hinaleimoana Wong-Kalu kekahi māhū Hawaiʻi o ke au nei e kū haʻaheo ana 
no ka pono o ka Lāhui Hawaiʻi, he keu hoʻi ka pono o ka māhūi.8 Hoʻākāka maila 
ʻo ia i loko o kona kuanaʻike ma ke ʻano he Kanaka a he māhū maoli o ke au 
nei, ʻo ka māhū ke keka ʻekolu o ke kanaka—ʻo ia hoʻi 1) ke kāne, 2) ka wahine, 
a me 3) ka māhū, a he kū nō ka māhū ma waena o ke kāne a me ka wahine, a 
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no ia ʻano kūlana o waena, ili mai i ka māhū ke ʻano kāne me ke ʻano wahine a 
hoʻokino ʻia mai. ʻO ia ʻano e kuhi ʻia nei, ʻo ia ka lawena, ke kuleana, ka noʻonoʻo, 
ka nānaina, a ia ʻano, a ia ʻano aku nō e paʻa ai he kūlana kāne a he kūlana wahine 
(Wong-Kalu mā, 2014). Eia kekahi, wehewehe hou aku ua ʻo Wong-Kalu nei i loko 
o kekahi papahana haʻi hou i ka moʻolelo māhū ʻo Kapaemāhū penei, “Aole he tane, 
aole he wahine. He mau mahu lakou [ʻo Kapaemāhū mā, ʻo nā hāmeʻe hoʻi lākou 
o ka moʻolelo]. He palua no hoi lakou [ʻo ka poʻe māhū] ma ka naau me ka noonoo, 
a ma na ano a pau.”9 Kākoʻo ʻia akula kona manaʻo e Stacey Kaʻauʻa, he māhū a he 
kumu hula ʻo ia, me ka wehewehe hou aku nō penei, “A māhū is able to traverse 
between two worlds—between male and female” (Google, 2017). 

Iaʻu e noʻonoʻo nui ana no nā ̒ ano wehewehena o ka māhū e like loa me ke kūlana i 
ʻike ̒ ia ma nā moʻolelo Hawaiʻi, a me ka ̒ ike hoʻi a ka poʻe māhū Hawaiʻi o ke au nei 
e hoʻomanaʻo mai ana iā kākou no ka pilina koʻikoʻi o ka māhū me ka ʻaoʻao kāne 
me ka ʻaoʻao wahine, he launa ʻole paha ia kuanaʻike Hawaiʻi me ko ka mea ʻōlelo 
ʻinoʻino mai i koʻu wā ʻōpiopio. ʻO māhū ka hohoa a ia mau mea ʻōlelo ʻinoʻino i 
hahau mai ai iaʻu, kohu mea lā he mea e ʻino ai ka naʻau. Eia kā, ʻo ia mea nō he 
māhū o ka wā kahiko, he mea nō e ola ai ka naʻau (Wong-Kalu mā, 2020). No laila 
ka mea nui o ka noiʻi hou ʻana aku i nā moʻolelo Hawaiʻi, a ʻo kā kākou moʻolelo 
e noiʻi ana ʻo “Ka Moolelo o Kamaakamahiai” me kona mau hoa kaua ʻo nā Māhū 
hahau hohoa o Hāʻena, i hoʻākea ʻia ai ke kuanaʻike Hawaiʻi oʻu (a o kākou paha) 
no ka māhū, a i mea nō hoʻi e lapaʻau ai i nā ʻinoʻino o ka naʻau.

“Na Hihipea o Keia Moolelo:”10 He Hōʻuluʻulu 
Moʻolelo no Kamaakamahiʻai

Ua palapala ̒ ia “Ka Moolelo o Kamaakamahiai, ka Niuhi Ai Humuhumu o Kahului 
i Maui, ke Puhi Nau Okaoka hoi o Kona Mau La Koa, ka Hiluhilu hoi o Kona Wa Ui” 
e J. W. K. Kaualilinoe, a paʻi ʻia ma Ka Nupepa Kuokoa i ka lā 18 o Iune, 1870, a 
hiki i ka lā 21 o Ianuali, 1871. He iwakāluakūmākahi ona pukana, a ʻo ka mea 
lōʻihi loa ia a J. W. K. Kaualilinoe i kākau ai i loko o nā nūpepa ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi. He 
moʻolelo mīkololohua maoli nō kēia i hihipeʻa i nā ʻano hana wiwo ʻole, nā hāmeʻe 
kupanaha haʻohaʻo a āiwaiwa, nā hakakā pūkonakona, nā kaua weliweli, nā mele 
hoʻonanea, a me ka ʻike naʻauao lehulehu a manomano o ko kākou poʻe kūpuna o 
ke au kahiko. Ua paʻi ʻia akula ia moʻolelo he ʻelua pule ma hope mai o ka pau ʻana 
o kāna moʻolelo no Kalelealuaka (Kaualilinoe, 1870). 
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ʻOiai, he inoa maka peni nō ua ʻo Kaualilinoe nei, ʻaʻole nui ka ʻike no kona 
moʻolelo kanaka ma waho aʻe o kona ʻano he mea kākau.11 He kāne Hawaiʻi nō ʻo 
ia e noho ana i Luheikawai, i ke awāwa ʻo Mānoa, Oʻahu, mai ka MH 1867 a hiki i 
ka MH 1880. ʻO ka hoʻolono nūhou, ke kālailai moʻolelo, a me ka nane kekahi mau 
kumuhana ̒ ē aʻe āna i kākau ai, a ̒ o kāna ka mea mua loa i kākau ̒ ia no nā moʻolelo 
Hawaiʻi kuʻuna o Kalelealuaka a me Kamaakamahiʻai. No laila, ma mua o kona 
palapala ʻana, ua ili ia mau moʻolelo mai ka waha wale mai nō paha o nā kūpuna 
(Lorenzo-Elarco, 2021, ʻa. 170–207).

Ua paʻi ̒ ia kekahi mana hou aku o ka moʻolelo no Kamaakamahiʻai ma ke poʻo inoa 
ʻo “Moolelo Hoonaue Puuwai no Kama.A.Ka.Mahiai Ka Hi’apa’iole o ka Ikaika o 
ke Kai Huki Hee Nehu o Kahului” i loko o ka nūpepa ʻo Ke Aloha Aina i ka lā 7 
o A̒ukake, 1909, a hiki loa i ka lā 11 o Malaki, 1911, e Hoʻoulumāhiehie. Mai laila 
mai, ua hoʻomau ʻia ka moʻolelo ma lalo o ke poʻo inoa like, akā, ʻo ke koena o 
ia mau pukana hou aku, ua pili nō naʻe ia i kā Kamaakamahiʻai pua nani o ke 
Koʻolau, ʻo ia hoʻi kāna keiki ʻo Kahelekūlani, a hiki i ka pau ʻana o ka moʻolelo i 
ka lā 12 o Kēkēmapa, 1911. Eia hoʻi, ʻo Na-Hau-o-Maihi-Au-Ana-i-ke-Kai ka inoa 
maka peni o ka mea nāna i kākau i ia māhele moʻolelo (Na-Hau-o-Maihi-Au-
Ana-i-ke-Kai, 1911, ʻa. 3). A laila, hoʻomau ʻia akula ka moʻolelo no ka moʻopuna 
a Kamaakamahiʻai ma loko o Ke Aloha Aina i ka lā 3 o Pepeluali a i ka lā 18 o 
Mei, 1912, ma ke poʻo inoa hoʻi ʻo “Ka Moolelo Hooni Puuwai no Keakaoku, ka 
Moopuna Leo Ole a Kamaakamahiai, a o ke Koa Nana i Wehe i na Pu Kaula a 
Makalii” (Na-Hau-o-Maihi-Au-Ana-i-ke-Kai, 1912, ʻa. 3).12 A̒̒ohe mana hou aku ma 
ka ʻōlelo Kanaka a ʻōlelo haole paha ma waho o kēia mau mana i kuhikuhi ʻia i 
luna aʻe nei. 

Ma kā Kaualilinoe mana o ka moʻolelo, aia nō ia i ka wā iā Kamalālāwalu, ʻOlopana, 
me Manouli e noho aliʻi ana ma ko lākou aupuni ponoʻī, ʻo Maui, Oʻahu, a me 
Kauaʻi. He moʻolelo nō ia i pili i kekahi hapa o ka pae ʻāina, ʻo ia hoʻi, mai Hawaiʻi 
Nui o Keawe a hiki loa aku i ka home pōhai a nā manu i Kaʻula. He 160 a ʻoi loa 
aku mau pana ʻāina i kuhi ʻia i ka moʻolelo. A, he ʻehiku mau hanauna kanaka o 
ia moʻolelo—mai nā kūpuna mai o Kamaakamahiʻai a hiki mai i kā ia nei mau 
moʻopuna kualua. Mai kekahi hanauna a kekahi hanauna aku, ua nui ʻino nā 
moʻolelo hoihoi o nā ʻano meʻe like ʻole i kākau ʻia, a he 100 a ʻoi iki aʻe paha mau 
inoa meʻe o ia moʻolelo nui.13 He 59 hoʻi mau mele ma ia moʻolelo, a ua haku 
ʻia nō ka hapa nui o ia mau mele e ʻelua mau hāmeʻe, ke kāhuli leo leʻa hoʻi ʻo 
Kahelekūlani a me kāna keiki leo kapu ʻo Keakaokū.14
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Ua noho nō a kupa ko Mary Kawena Pūkuʻi mau maka i nā ʻaoʻao lahilahi maoli 
o nā nūpepa nona kā Kaualilinoe mana o Kamaakamahiʻai, ʻoiai, nāna nō i unuhi 
i ia moʻolelo mai ka ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi a i ka ʻōlelo haole. Aia i ka waihona palapala 
kahiko o ka Hale Hōʻikeʻike o Kamehameha kāna i unuhi ai (Pukui, ʻam). Maliʻa, 
he kumu ʻike nō paha ʻo kā Kaualilinoe mana moʻolelo no kā Pūkuʻi puke hoʻāhu 
ʻōlelo noʻeau, no ka mea, ʻo kekahi ʻōlelo noʻeau i loko o ua moʻolelo nei, aia nō i ia 
puke ʻōlelo noʻeau, e laʻa hoʻi ʻo “Aohe pahuna hala a ka maluakele” (Kaualilinoe, 
1870–1871, Nowemapa 26, 1870, ʻa. 1; Pukui, 1983, ʻa. 24, #201).

KIʻI 1: Ka Moʻokūʻauhau o Kamaakamahiʻai

KA MOʻOKŪʻAUHAU O KAMAAKAMAHIʻAI

Pūkī (k)  +  Hina (w)  +  Manouli (k)

Ahiki (w)  +  ʻOlopana (k)  +  ? (w) Kū (k)  +  Kamaha (w)

Keoholaumāewa (w)  +  Keakaokū (k) Kaholo  +  Naluhele

Waikumalani  +  Kahelekūlani (w)  +  Hānailani (k) Kaʻaeʻamoku (k)

Kuepeke (w)Keakakūlani (w) + +1.	 ʻOlopana (k)

Hina (w) + 2.	 Kahikiʻula (k)

1.	 Kahikihonuakele/Kahikihanuakele (k)

2.	 Kekeleiʻaikū (k)

3.	 Kamapuaʻa (k)

1.	 Kaluaākea

2.	 Koalakahinu

Nalualele (k)  +  ? (w)

Keolohiwa

1.	 Lokoʻino (k)

2.	 Alohaʻole (k)

3.	 Leialoha (w)

4.	 Manaʻo (k)

Kapaiaʻala (w)Keoholupalupa (w) + +5.	 Kamaakamahiʻai (k)Kamaunuaniho (w)
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“O ko Keiki na Waiwai, Ola na Iwi, no ka Mea he Keiki Ikaika a Koa Hoi”15

Welo like ka ʻōmaka o kēia moʻolelo no Kamaakamahiʻai na Kaualilinoe me nā 
ʻano moʻolelo kuʻuna aku o Hawaiʻi nei, ʻo ia hoʻi, ma ka meiwi moʻokūʻauhau 
nō i hoʻokahua ʻia ai ka moʻolelo (e huli aku a nānā i ke kiʻi 1).16 Ma kinohi o ia 
moʻokūʻauhau o luna, noho kuaʻāina mai ʻo Pūkī lāua ʻo Hina i Kahului, Maui. He 
ikaika ʻino nō ʻo Pūkī, a ʻeleu nō hoʻi ʻo ia i ka ʻoihana mahi ʻai. A̒̒ohe a lāua keiki 
a i ka hiki ʻana mai o ke aliʻi nui o Kauaʻi, ʻo Manouli kona inoa. Ua noho pū lāua 
ʻo Hina a puʻu aʻela ka ʻōpū o ua wahine nei. Hāʻawi akula ua ʻo Manouli nei i nā 
mea waiwai mana nui a ke aliʻi i kāna wahine iā Hina, e laʻa ka lei niho palaoa, 
ka ʻahu ʻula, a me ke koʻokoʻo no kāna keiki i mea e ʻike ʻia ai ke kūlana aliʻi o ia 
keiki ke hiki mai ka wā kūpono o ka hui hou mai o lāua he lūauʻi makua kāne me 
kāna keiki, a ʻo ka haʻalele akula nō ia o ia aliʻi nui iā Maui. Mai ko lākou pūhaka 
mai—ʻoiai he punalua nō hoʻi ʻo Pūkī lāua ʻo Manouli—i hānau ʻia ai ʻo Kū, he 
kāne. He keiki kupaianaha ʻo ia i ke kū mau o ka pūnohu me ka heleleʻi maila o 
ka uakoko, a kupaianaha pū nō kona ʻano he pupuka launa ʻole. I loko nō naʻe o 
ka hilahila o kona mau mākua i kona ʻano pupuka loa, ua noho pū ua ʻo Kū nei iā 
Kamaha. Mai ia hihia makau mai o ke aloha i hānau ʻia ai he ʻelima mau keiki: ʻo 
Lokoʻino (kāne), ʻo Alohaʻole (kāne), ʻo Leialoha (wahine), ʻo Manaʻo (kāne), a ʻo ka 
meʻe hiluhilu hiapaʻiʻole ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai (kāne), ka muli hoʻi. 

I ko Kamaakamahiʻai hānau ʻia ʻana mai, hoʻopuka manaʻo ʻo ia mai kona waha 
mai. He mau kino nō hoʻi kona: he kino kamaliʻi, he kino keiki, a he kino makua 
nō hoʻi. ʻO kekahi mana ona ka hiki ke lele mai kekahi peʻa a i kekahi peʻa mamao 
loa aku o ka ʻāina. ʻO ka mea kupaianaha loa ka ikaika launa ʻole a me ka wiwo ʻole 
o ua “manō hae” nei, a ʻike ʻia nō ia ʻano mai kona wā e kamaliʻi ana, iā ia hoʻi i 
hāpai aʻe ai i kekahi palaoa pae a lawe ʻia aʻela i uka. ʻO Kūkaʻōʻō kāna lāʻau pālau 
mana nui mai kona poʻe ʻaumākua mai. ʻElua kaʻau anana ka loa o ia lāʻau, ʻo ia 
paha he ʻehā haneli kanawalu mau kapuaʻi. He noʻonoʻo ko ua ʻo Kūkaʻōʻō nei kohu 
mea lā he kanaka. Kauoha akula ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai iā Kūkaʻōʻō e hoʻokō i kekahi 
ʻano hana, a ua hiki nō i ua lāʻau nei ke noʻonoʻo nona iho no ka hana pono e kō ai 
ia kauoha. 

Eia kekahi, hiki nō iā Kūkaʻōʻō ke hoʻomāhele lua iā ia iho a i kino lāʻau a i kino 
kanaka hoʻi. No ka ikaika ʻoi loa o Kamaakamahiʻai, ʻōwili wale aku nō ʻo ia i ka 
lāʻau i kona lima, a hoʻopiʻo wale akula nō ʻo ia i ka lāʻau a hoʻokuʻu aku e hoʻomake 
aku i kona poʻe hoa kaua. Me Kūkaʻōʻō nō ʻo ia i komo ai i nā ʻano kaua like ʻole mai 
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Hawaiʻi a Kaʻula, a lanakila ma luna o nā ʻano mea he loko ʻino, he aloha ʻole, a he 
hoʻohuli aupuni, a hoʻihoʻi hou ̒ ia aku ka mana i nā aliʻi nui o ka ̒ āina. ̒ O nā Māhū 
hahau hohoa o Hāʻena kekahi o kona mau hoa kaua ikaika ʻino.

“He Mau Mahu Aia La i Kauai”:17 No ke Kaua A̒na me nā Māhū

A hōʻea maila kāua, e kuʻu mea heluhelu, i ka māhele nui o ka moʻolelo e kau 
nui ana ma ko kāua manaʻo, ʻo ka hōʻea nō ia o nā Māhū o Hāʻena. He hōʻea a 
haʻalele koke nō hoʻi ko ua Māhū nei i loko o hoʻokahi wale nō pukana nūpepa o ka 
moʻolelo, ʻo ka pukana ʻeiwa nō ia. Ma ia pukana, ua kāhea ʻia ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai 
i loko o kekahi “moe hewa” e hele i Kauaʻi a e kaua pū me nā Māhū o Hāʻena, ka 
mea āna i kapa aku ai he mau “kupu ino” no ko lāua hoʻopilikia ʻana i ka ʻāina o 
kona kupuna kāne. No ia kaua nō naʻe, “Aole kela he kaua na ke kanaka, aka, he 
kaua na ke kupua” (Kaualilinoe, 1870, Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4). Ua ʻane pau loa 
ka ʻāina o kona kupuna kāne ʻo Manouli, ke aliʻi nui o Kauaʻi, i ka ʻai ʻia e kēia 
mau Māhū, koe wale nō ʻo Wailua, ka ʻāina hoʻokahi o ia kupuna kāne e koe ana. 
He “enemi” ikaika launa ʻole nō hoʻi kēia poʻe kupua Māhū. ʻO ka hohoa kā lāua 
mau mea kaua (e wehewehe hou ʻia aku ana kēia manaʻo ma lalo nei). A̒̒ohe mea 
lanakila o Kauaʻi ma luna o lāua.

Ua kāhea moemoeā ʻia ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai e kaua i Kauaʻi a kū ka mākaia o kona 
kupuna kāne ʻo Manouli, a ma hope o ke kipa ʻana i kona ʻohana kaikoʻeke ma 
Maui no ka liuliu kaua ʻana, ua lele aʻe ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai a pae koke i Kauaʻi. A 
ma hope mai, hōʻea pū akula ka waʻa o kona mau kaikoʻeke ʻelua, nā keiki hoʻi a 
ʻOlopana. Ua hōʻoia ʻia ka pilina ʻohana ma waena o ua ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai nei me 
Manouli i ko ke aliʻi ʻike ʻana i nā waiwai aliʻi āna i waiho ai me Hina no kā lāua 
keiki ʻo Kū (ko Kamaakamahiʻai makua kāne), a ʻo ko lākou pāʻina akula nō ia a 
māʻona ka ʻōpū. Ua pō ke ao, a i ke ao ʻana aʻe, halulu ana nā Māhū, aia i waho 
o kahi i hina ai nā kaikoʻeke o Kamaakamahiʻai i ka moe. Puka akula ua mau 
kaikoʻeke nei i waho me ka ̒ ōwili ̒ ana i kā lāua mau lāʻau kaua. Kaena akula ia mau 
kama aliʻi no Oʻahu, a kuʻu aʻela ka lāʻau a kekahi keiki a ʻOlopana, a ʻo ka peku 
wale akula nō ia o kekahi Māhū i ka lāʻau a hala loa akula i kahi ʻē. Ua ʻoi loa aʻe ka 
ikaika o kēia poʻe Māhū ma mua o nā keiki Koʻolau. 

E olowalu ana nā leo kūmākena makaʻu o nā makaʻāinana o Kauaʻi, a ʻo ka puka 
aʻela nō ia o Kamaakamahiʻai mai kona wahi i moe ai. ʻIke akula ia mau Māhū 
iā ia, a ʻōlelo akula lāua penei, “E lealea auanei me Kamaakamahiai i keia la” 
(Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4). Pau ia kaena ʻana o nā Māhū, a 
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ʻo ka wala akula nō ia o kekahi hohoa a ka Māhū iā Kamaakamahiʻai. I ko ia nei ʻike 
ʻana i ka lele ʻana mai o ua hohoa nei, lele aʻela ʻo ia i luna loa a hala akula ia hohoa. 
A laila, kāhea akula kēia i kona poʻe ʻaumākua e kiʻi i kāna lāʻau nui, iā Kūkaʻōʻō. 
A̒̒ohe i ʻū iki a kapalili ana ua ʻo Kūkaʻōʻō nei i ka lima o Kamaakamahiʻai. Lelele 
aʻela nā Māhū, a kēnā akula ua ʻeuʻeu nei no Maui i kāna wahi lāʻau kupaianaha 
e hahai pono aku nō i ia mau Māhū me ka hoʻi hou ʻole a aia a pepehi a make nō 
hoʻi nā kupu ʻino. Lele aʻela ua poʻe Māhū nei, a lele pū nō ʻo Kūkaʻōʻō i ke alualu 
aku iā lāua. Ua lele nō lākou a puni ʻo Kauaʻi a hiki loa i Makana, Hāʻena, kahi hoʻi 
i noho ai ia poʻe Māhū i loko o kekahi ana. Kāhea aʻela kekahi Māhū i ke ana o lāua 
me ka ʻōlelo ʻana, “E ana e huaina,” a ʻo ka wehe aʻela nō ia o ka waha o ke ana.18  

E kokokomo ana ua mau Māhū nei i loko o ke ana, a i ke kāhea ʻana aku, “E ana e 
umokina,” pani a paʻa ihola ka waha o ke ana. 

He ʻelua anahulu a ʻoi iki aʻe ka lōʻihi o ko Kūkaʻōʻō kali ʻana ma waho o ke ana 
i ka puka hou ʻana o ua poʻe Māhū nei. Ua noʻonoʻo ua lāʻau kalakupua nei a 
hoʻoholo ʻia e hoʻomāhele lua i kona kino—hoʻokahi kino kanaka, a hoʻokahi kino 
lāʻau. Kāhea akula ke kino kanaka i ke ana e huaʻina aʻe, a ʻo ka hāmama aʻela nō ia 
o ke ana. ʻIke ʻia akula nā Māhū a kēnā koke akula lāua i ke ana e pani koke hou. 
Ua koʻo nō naʻe ke kino lāʻau i ka waha o ia ana a ua hiki ʻole ke pani ʻia ke ana a 
paʻa pono. No ka hoʻomaopopo ʻana paha i ka palena o ko lāua mana, puoho aʻela 
nā Māhū me ka ʻōlelo ʻana iā Kūkaʻōʻō, penei, “E ola maua, i loaa ke kipa ana a kou 
haku, ke noho a kulia e ka manao hele mai ma keia wahi, ua loaa hoi ka makamaka 
o keia wahi o maua, aole hoi e kuleleiwi ka noho ana, ea mai he ai ia maua he i-a 
ia maua ola ka noho ana” (Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4). Akā, 
no Kūkaʻōʻō, ʻaʻole nō pēlā ka ʻōlelo kauoha a kona haku, ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai hoʻi, 
ua hiki ʻole i kēia lāʻau kalakupua ke hoʻi hou a aia a make nō hoʻi ia poʻe Māhū. A 
laila, ʻōwili ʻia nā poʻo o ua mau Māhū nei a moku, a pau nō hoʻi lāua i ka make. 
Hoʻi hou akula ʻo Kūkaʻōʻō me nā poʻo o ia mau Māhū i kahi o kona haku, a laila, 
hoʻihoʻi hou ʻia akula ke aupuni o Kauaʻi iā Manouli. 

He Hoʻohālikelike Pōkole no Kā Kaualilinoe me Kā Hoʻoulumāhiehie

He kaʻau makahiki ko waena o ke paʻi ʻia o kā Kaualilinoe mana me kā 
Hoʻoulumāhiehie mana no ke kaua ʻana o nā Māhū o Hāʻena me Kamaakamahiʻai 
mā. Ua paʻi ̒ ia kā Kaualilinoe i loko o hoʻokahi pukana, a he mano hua ̒ ōlelo a ̒ oi iki 
aʻe kona (Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ̒ a. 4). No kā Hoʻoulumāhiehie, 
he ʻelua ona pukana me 3,600 hua ʻōlelo a ʻoi iki aʻe (Hooulumahiehie, 1909–1911, 
Iulai 23, 1910, ̒ a. 3; Hooulumahiehie, 1909–1911, Iulai 30, 1910, ̒ a. 4). Ma ka laulā loa, 
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na ia mau mana ̒ elua e hōʻike pū i ia kaua ̒ ana me nā Māhū, a like akula nā hanana 
ma ka moʻolelo i hōʻuluʻulu ʻia i luna aʻe nei. No kā Kaualilinoe mana, aia nō ke 
kālele nui i ke kaua ʻana o Kamaakamahiʻai—a me kāna lāʻau ʻo Kūkaʻōʻō—me nā 
Māhū. No kā Hoʻoulumāhiehie mana nō naʻe, ua ʻokoʻa iki: he ola kalakupua ko nā 
hohoa o nā Māhū, a ua ʻōlelo ʻia, he mau “Mahu holo-wale” nō nā Māhū, a waiho 
ʻia nā hohoa na lāua nō e kaua pū me ka lāʻau a Kamaakamahiʻai, a me he mea lā 
ma ia mana, ua lilo nā Māhū i mea ʻuʻuku wale, a he mea ʻano nui nō nā hohoa. 
Inā he pepa kālailai kēia i nā hohoa ma ke ʻano he mau hāmeʻe nui o ka moʻolelo, 
ʻoi aʻe paha ka waiwai o kā Hoʻoulumāhiehie. Aia naʻe ke kilo nui i nā Māhū, a no 
ia kumu a no kēia kālailaina nei, ʻoi loa aʻe kā Kaualilinoe. Hoʻokahi nō paha mea i 
ʻoi iki aʻe ai kā Hoʻoulumāhiehie e pili ana i nā Māhū—ua hoʻolako ʻia mai ko lāua 
mau inoa, ʻo ia hoʻi ʻo Kiaua lāua ʻo Maioho (Hooulumahiehie, 1909–1911, Iulai 30, 
1910, ʻa. 4).

“Kokokomo Ua Mau Mahu Nei Iloko o ke Ana”:19  

He Kālailaina no ke Kūlana Māhū o ka Moʻolelo

Ua kākaʻikahi nā moʻolelo Hawaiʻi e pili ana i ka poʻe māhū, a ʻo kekahi mea nō 
ia e waiwai loa ai a e makepono ai ke kālailai ʻana i kēia moʻolelo kahiko a J. W. K. 
Kaualilinoe i kākau ai, i loko nō naʻe o ka hopena make o ia mau Māhū o ia moʻolelo 
a me ka pōkole loa o ia māhele. A, e like nō hoʻi me ke ana o ia poʻe Māhū i noho 
palekana ai, ke hāpai ʻia aʻe nei kēia wahi māhele ma ke ʻano he ana palekana e 
kokokomo mai ai nā ʻano manaʻo no ia mea he māhū e hoʻonui ʻia aʻe ai ko kākou 
ʻike. He hoʻākāka nō kēia māhele nei ma ke kia nui ʻana i ka pae a me ke kūlana 
o ka māhū e like me ka mea i ʻike ʻia ma ka moʻolelo o Kamaakamahiʻai. He mau 
hōʻoia nō hoʻi kēia mau hoʻākāka ʻana no ke ʻano o ka manaʻo ʻana no ia mea he 
māhū ma ka wā o ka moʻolelo, ʻo ia hoʻi, ʻo ka wā ia iā Kamalālāwalu mā. Wahi a 
Patrick Vinton Kirch i kālailai ai, aia paha ia wā o ua Kamalālāwalu lā ma kahi o ka 
MH 1610 (Kirch, 2019, ʻa. 83). No laila, he mau hune ʻike nō paha kēia i mālama ʻia 
ma ia wā kahiko loa. 

A̒̒ole wehewehe iki ʻia mai nā ʻano hiʻohiʻona kino o nā Māhū ma ia moʻolelo. Eia 
naʻe, no nā mea e heluhelu maoli ana i ka moʻolelo ma loko o ka nūpepa, ua ʻike 
maka ʻia nō ke ʻano nui a koʻikoʻi o nā Māhū ma muli loa nō o ke ʻano paʻi ʻia o ia 
hua ʻōlelo ʻo Māhū, ʻo ia hoʻi, me ka maʻaka a me ka hoʻohiō ʻia i nā manawa a pau 
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i puka aʻe ai, e like me kēia laʻana nei mai ka moʻolelo mai, “He mau Mahu aia la 
i Kauai, ua Kaua [pn] ia kuu kupunakane….” (Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, Kepakemapa 
3, 1870, ʻa. 4). A̒̒ole akāka loa ke kumu i kākau ʻia ai pēlā, hiki naʻe ke hoʻohuoi aʻe i 
ʻelua ʻano kumu. A̒kahi, he hōʻailona paha ka maʻaka ʻana o kekahi mau hua ʻōlelo 
no kekahi hāmeʻe maoli he ʻano nui me ka inoa hea ʻole ʻia ma ka moʻolelo. Pēia 
like nō me nā hāmeʻe ʻē aʻe o kēia moʻolelo, e laʻa ka Uhu a me ka Pūkaua nui o 
Pueonuiokona (Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, Iune 25, 1870, ʻa. 1; Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, 
A̒ukake 6, 1870, ʻa. 4). A̒lua, he mea nō ia e hōʻike leʻa ʻia aʻe ai, ʻo Māhū nō ka 
manaʻo pololei i makemake ʻia, i ʻole hoʻi e kuhi hewa aʻe ka mea heluhelu, ʻoiai, 
he nui aku ka manaʻo o mahu—aia nō naʻe ia mau manaʻo i ka puana ʻana (māhu 
| mahū | māhū).20

A̒̒ole nui loa ka ̒ ōlelo waha a nā Māhū i ka moʻolelo, eia naʻe, ma kā lāua ̒ ōlelo i lilo i 
puanaʻī liʻiliʻi ma ia moʻolelo, hiki nō paha ke ̒ ike ̒ ia ke ̒ ano lawena o ia mau Māhū. 
ʻO kekahi laʻana, ua ʻōlelo kekahi Māhū i ka launa mua ʻana me Kamaakamahiʻai, 
“U, e lealea auanei me Kamaakamahiai i keia la.” ʻO ka ʻōlelo mua nō ia a kekahi 
Māhū i ʻōlelo aku ai iā Kamaakamahiʻai, he ʻōlelo kaena ke ʻano. He kaena naʻe ia 
o ke ʻano he leʻaleʻa a he ʻāpiki paha, a pēlā pū nō paha ke ʻano maoli o nā Māhū 
nāna ka ʻōlelo. Eia hoʻi, kaena pū hoʻi ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai no kona ʻano ikaika nui 
launa ̒ ole, penei, “A hiki aku au ka nalu halehale o ka moana wali na iwi o olua ia’u, 
koala ia na onohi o olua i ke ahi i mea ai na o’u aumakua” (Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, 
Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4). 

Ke hoʻohālikelike ʻia nā ʻano ʻelua o ke kaena ʻana, ʻaʻole paha like iki ke ʻano kaena 
o ka poʻe Māhū; he ʻano ʻāpiki a maʻalea nō paha ke kaena ʻana o lāua, a he ʻano 
haʻakoi a hoʻomakaʻu paha ko Kamaakamahiʻai. Kohu mea lā, ʻaʻole paha ia he mea 
nui i ka poʻe Māhū e hōʻike aku i ko lāua ʻano ikaika ma ke kaena ʻana, no ka mea, 
i ko lāua manaʻo paha ke ʻike aku iā Kamaakamahiʻai, he ʻano nāwaliwali ko lāua 
hoa paio, no laila, he leʻaleʻa wale nō ke kaua, ka hoʻopāpā, a me ka hoʻokūkū ʻana. 
No Kamaakamahiʻai naʻe, ʻo ke kaua he hoʻoponopono aupuni, a he pono kona 
lanakila i mau ai ka mana o kona kupuna kāne me nā ʻaumākua nāna i kōkua i 
kēia meʻe ma ke kaua ʻana.

E hoʻomanaʻo kāua, e ka mea heluhelu, i kekahi ʻano o ka poʻe Māhū no Kauaʻi ma 
ka moʻolelo o Laukaʻieʻie, ʻo ia hoʻi, “he poe Olohe hula a he poe hoi e hiki ole aku 
ai kahi poe ke hoopapa aku i ko lakou ike hula a me kahi mau ike e ae he nui wale” 
(Manu, 1895, ʻa. 1). No kēia poʻe Māhū naʻe ma ko Kamaakamahiʻai, ʻo ke kaua ʻana 
nō paha ko lāua ̒ ike ̒ ōlohe i hiki ̒ ole ke hoʻopāpā ̒ ia aku e ko Kauaʻi. Ma ia manawa 
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o ka moʻolelo, ua kaulana loa ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai a puni ka pae ʻāina holoʻokoʻa i 
kona ikaika launa ʻole ma o kona lanakila ʻana ma nā ʻano kaua like ʻole. Maliʻa 
paha, ua ʻaʻa nō nā Māhū iā Kamaakamahiʻai, me ka manaʻo, he mea leʻaleʻa ia 
kaua ʻana i mea e hōʻoia mai ana i ko lāua ʻano loea ʻike kaua.

A̒̒ole nō i hōʻike leʻa ʻia ke ʻano ikaika loa o ia mau Māhū, ua kākāuha nō naʻe ia 
ʻano ikaika i ko lāua ʻane naʻi pau loa ʻana iā Kauaʻi, ʻoiai, “ua lilo ka aina apau, koe 
wale o Wailua” mai nā lima aliʻi aku o Manouli (Manu, 1895, ʻa. 1). ʻIke lihi ʻia nō 
paha ke ʻano ikaika loa o ia mau Māhū ma kekahi mau māhele iki o ka moʻolelo, e 
laʻa ko Kamaakamahiʻai ʻike maka ʻana i kona ʻohana no Maui me Oʻahu ma mua 
o ko ia nei lele ʻana i ke kaua i Kauaʻi. Pēlā nō paha ko Kamaakamahiʻai hana ʻana, 
ʻoiai, “he kaua no hoi i oi loa aku o ka ikaika, a aole kela he kaua na ke kanaka, aka, 
he kaua na ke kupua” (Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4). 

A, ʻo nā kumu e kupua ai ko Kamaakamahiʻai hoa paio, ʻo nā Māhū hoʻi, ʻo ia nō 
paha ko lāua ʻano ikaika me ko lāua mana o ka hiki ke lele. Wahi a ka puanaʻī o 
luna, ua hoʻomaopopo mai ua ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai nei i ka ikaika mana nui loa a 
me ka ʻike akamai hohonu o ia mau Māhū ma ke kaua ʻana—ʻaʻole ma ke kaena 
wale aku—a no ko lāua kūlana he kupua (a he māhū paha). No laila, ʻo ke kumu 
o kona launa ʻohana ʻana i Maui ma mua o ke kaua ʻana, he hana ia e liuliu pono 
ai ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai ma o ka mana nui o kona ʻohana no ka lele a me ka lanakila 
ʻana i ke kaua kupua ʻana i Kauaʻi.

No ke Kūlana Kupu ʻIno

Ma ka puanaʻī i hōʻike ʻia iho nei, hoʻomanaʻo ʻia ke ʻano kūlana he kupua (he kupu 
nō kekahi ʻano ʻōlelo ʻana) ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai a me nā Māhū hahau hohoa o 
Hāʻena. He kupu ʻino nō kekahi mea i kapa ʻia ai nā Māhū e ke “Kupueu o ka 
la Koa,” e Kamaakamahiʻai hoʻi, ma kona kauoha ʻana aku iā Kūkaʻōʻō penei, “Ke 
kauoha aku nei au ia oe e Kukaoo, e lele oe a kela mau Mahu e noho mai la, 
pepehi oe a make loa, ina laua e lele iluna, e lele pu no oukou, aia no kou hoi mai 
a make kela mau kupu ino, alaila, oluolu iho kuu manao” (Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, 
Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa 4). He hoʻopōkole ʻia nō ʻo kupu no kupua—he ʻano mea ia 
nona ka mana nui a ua kohu like kona ʻano me kona mana paha me kekahi akua.21 
ʻO ʻino, ʻo ia kekahi mea maikaʻi ʻole paha, mea hewa paha, mea makemake ʻole 
ʻia paha, mea lapuwale paha, a kekahi mea paha e hulihia ai ka nohona (Pukui & 
Elbert, 1986, ʻa. 101). Maliʻa, he kupu ʻino nā Māhū i loko o kēia moʻolelo ma muli 
wale o ko lāua hana ̒ ino ̒ ana i ke aupuni aliʻi o Kauaʻi, iā Manouli mā nō hoʻi. ̒A̒ole 
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nō paha pili ko lāua ʻano ʻino i ko lāua kūlana māhū, ʻoiai, ʻaʻole i hoʻokae iki ʻia 
ko lāua kūlana māhū ma ka moʻolelo, hoʻokae ʻia naʻe ko lāua hana kipi ʻana i ko 
Manouli noho aliʻi ʻana. Ua mōakāka i ke kuanaʻike kuʻuna, hewa ke kanaka i kāna 
hana kūpono ʻole i koho ai, a hewa ʻole hoʻi i ke kūlana i ili wale mai ai. 

I ka moʻolelo Hawaiʻi, aia nō nā aliʻi maikaʻi me nā aliʻi ʻino, nā kupua maikaʻi me 
nā kupua ʻino, a me nā manō maikaʻi me nā manō ʻino, a he nui hou aku nā laʻana 
(Kamakau, 1870, ʻa. 1; Pukui & Green, 1995, ʻa. 131–133). A̒kahi, ma ka moʻolelo 
o A̒ukelenuiaikū, ua kaua ua ʻo A̒ukelenuiaikū nei me Kūwahailo. Kuʻu akula ʻo 
Kūwahailo i kekahi mea make āna, ̒ o ia nā momoku ahi ̒ o Kukuena lāua ̒ o Mahuia 
a me nā pōhaku kōʻeleʻele ʻo ʻIkuā lāua ʻo Welehu, a he mau hekili ikaika loa nō 
ia, me ka manaʻo hoʻi, e hoʻomake aku iā A̒ukelenuiaikū. Ua kapa ʻia ua mau mea 
make nei he mau kupu ʻino (Kaunamano, 1862, ʻa. 1). A̒lua, ma ka moʻolelo o 
Kauʻilani, he kupu ̒ ino nō ke akua pehu ̒ ale no ka ̒ ulupā ̒ ana (ma ka pehu ̒ ale ̒ ana 
hoʻi) i ka poʻe Kānaka o Kauaʻi (Kapohu, 1869, ʻa. 1). A̒kolu, i ka MH 1843, ua lawe 
ʻia ke ea o Hawaiʻi e ka lima kākāuha pākaha ʻāina o Keoki Pauleke (George Paulet) 
no Pelekāne Nui.22 No ko ua Pauleke hana ̒ ino ̒ ana iā Hawaiʻi, ua haku ̒ ia he mele 
no ka Hae Hawaiʻi ma ke ̒ ano he mea e hoʻomanaʻo ̒ ia mai ai ke kūʻokoʻa o Hawaiʻi 
ma ka welo mau o kona hae. Penei kekahi lālani, “Ku koo iho no oe, i naueue ole, i 
ka ino a ko Farani, a me Keoki Pauleke, na Kupu ino o Kahiko” (He Mele no ka Hae, 
1862, ʻa. 1). A̒̒ole ʻo ia he akua, akā, he kāpena ʻano mana nui ʻo ia no ke aupuni 
Pelekāne Nui, a no ia mana nui, ʻo ia nō paha ka mea i kapa ʻia ai ʻo ia he kupu. No 
laila, aia nō i kā lākou mau hana ʻino nā mea i manaʻo ʻia ai he ʻino o ua mau kupu 
lā—mai nā Māhū o Hāʻena a hiki iā Keoki Pauleke—e pono ʻole ai kekahi kanaka, 
aupuni, a ʻāina paha. 

Ma ka ʻēkoʻa o ia mau Māhū kupu ʻino, aia nō ua kupuʻeu nei ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai. 
ʻO ʻeu, ʻo ia kekahi mea ʻano kolohe a ʻano meʻe hoʻi i kona mau hana. Eia kekahi 
poʻe kupuʻeu o ka moʻolelo Hawaiʻi. A̒kahi, ma ka moʻolelo kaʻao Hawaiʻi no 
Kamapuaʻa, ua kapa pū ʻia ua ʻo Kamapuaʻa nei lāua ʻo Pele he mau kupuʻeu i ko 
lāua kaua pū ̒ ana kekahi i kekahi (He Moolelo Kaao Hawaii, 1928, ̒ a. 3). ̒Alua, ̒ o ke 
kupua ʻo Kaleikini, ua kapa ʻia he kupuʻeu no kona ikaika pāpālua a me kāna mau 
hana āiwaiwa poʻokela e like me ka pani ̒ ana i nā puhi makani ̒ ino hoʻomaloʻo mea 
kanu o uka (Kaohuhaaheoinakuahiwiekolu, 1923, ʻa. 3). A̒kolu, ʻo ka meʻe kaulana 
ʻo Māui, he kupuʻeu nō ʻo ia no kona hoʻoloʻu ʻana i ke ā o Pīmoe, ka iʻa ʻai moku 
o ka moana (Wise, 1912, ʻa. 27). A̒hā, ʻo Kūhaimoana, he kupuʻeu nō hoʻi ʻo ia i nā 
lā kaua o nā manō ma ka nuku o Puʻuloa ma ʻEwa (Manu, 1894, ʻa. 28). E like nō 
me Kamaakamahiʻai, he mana ko ke kupuʻeu, a he kolohe paha ma kekahi ʻano, 
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akā, no ka nui aʻe o ka manawa, he mana nō kona no ka pono hoʻi o kekahi mea 
aku. No ke kupu ʻino, he mana nō hoʻi kona kekahi. Eia kā, kohu mea lā, he mana 
nō ia no ka pono ʻole o kekahi mea, no kona pono iho nō. No laila, kū ʻēkoʻa nō nā 
kupu ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai me ua mau Māhū nei i loko o kēia moʻolelo e kālailai ʻia 
nei; aia ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai ma ka ʻaoʻao he ʻeu, a ʻo nā Māhū ma ka ʻaoʻao he ʻino.

Eia kekahi, ʻelua manaʻo hou aku o kupu. ʻO kekahi manaʻo, ʻo ka hoʻopiʻi honua aʻe 
ia o kekahi mea i kona kūlana a kiʻekiʻe loa.23 Pēlā like nō paha ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai 
me nā Māhū o Hāʻena, a me nā kupu ʻino a kupuʻeu hoʻi i kuhikuhi iki ʻia aku nei. 
No Kamaakamahiʻai, ʻo ia ka muli o ka ʻohana. No kona mana nui, ua hoʻokahuli 
aku i kona mau kaikuaʻana ʻino, a lilo ʻo ia he mea nui loa ma kona ʻohana e ola 
pono ai nā iwi. I kona hana ʻana pēlā, ua hele a laha loa kona ikaika a puni ka pae 
ʻāina, a kāhea ʻia maila ʻo ia e nā aliʻi o nā mokupuni e kaua aku i nā ʻino o ka ʻāina. 
No laila, ma kekahi ʻano, ua kupu koke aʻela kona kūlana a kiʻekiʻe loa i mua o ko 
Hawaiʻi pae ̒ āina ma ke ̒ ano hoʻi he wiwo ̒ ole. No nā Māhū o Hāʻena, i ko lāua ̒ ane 
naʻi ʻana iā Kauaʻi, a lilo akula iā lāua ka moku a pau loa (koe ʻo Wailua), ua lilo pū 
nō he kūlana mana nui loa a kiʻekiʻe ma luna o Kauaʻi a ma mua hoʻi o ke aliʻi nui 
o ia ʻāina, ʻo Manouli. He kupuʻeu nō ʻo Kamaakamahiʻai i ka hōʻeuʻeu ʻana aʻe i ka 
poʻe ma kona papalena ʻana aku i ka ʻino, a he kupu ʻino nō hoʻi ua mau Māhū nei 
i ka hana ʻino ʻana i ke aupuni o ka ʻāina. 

ʻO kekahi manaʻo o kupu, ̒ o ia hoʻi ka ulu ̒ ana o ka nāhelehele a lāʻau paha (Pukui & 
Elbert, 1986, ʻa. 186). ʻO ke kupu ʻino, ua pili paha ia i ka uluāhewa o ka nāhelehele 
ma luna o ka ʻāina, a inā kahihi ka nāhelehele i ka ʻāina, ʻaʻole hiki i nā ʻono o ka 
ʻāina ke ulu pono, ʻaʻohe ola pono o ka ʻāina kupu ʻino. ʻO ke kupuʻeu, he kupu 
ia e hōʻeuʻeu i ke ola no ka pono o ka ʻāina. He kū hōʻailona nō hoʻi ia kupu ʻino 
a kupuʻeu hoʻi, ʻo ia hoʻi he lāʻau ʻino a he lāʻau ʻeu, no nā Māhū o Hāʻena a me 
Kamaakamahiʻai. A ʻo ke kumu nō paha ia o ko Kaualilinoe kākau ʻana pēlā i mea 
e kau ʻēkoʻa ai ia mau hāmeʻe o ka moʻolelo.

No nā Hohoa a nā Māhū

I loko o ka moʻolelo, he hohoa nō nā mea kaua a nā Māhū i wala ai no ka naʻi 
ʻana iā Kauaʻi a me ke kaua pū ʻana iā Kamaakamahiʻai (Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, 
Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4). No ia mea he hohoa, e like loa nō paha me ke ʻano 
pālua o ka māhū, he pālua nō hoʻi kona mau pono, ʻo ia hoʻi, he pono hana lāʻau 
o ka ʻoihana kapa, a he pono hana lāʻau o ka ʻoihana kaua (Andrews, 1865, ʻa. 211; 
Andrews, 1922, ʻa. 163; Pukui & Elbert, 1986, ʻa. 75; Brigham, 1911, ʻa. 216). Ma kā 
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Kaualilinoe mana o ka moʻolelo naʻe, ̒ aʻole wehewehe iki ̒ ia ke ̒ ano o nā hohoa a ua 
mau Māhū nei. ʻIke ʻia nō hoʻi ia mau hohoa i loko o ka mana a Hoʻoulumāhiehie, 
a kuhi ʻia, he “hohoa kuku kapa” (Hooulumahiehie, 1909–1911, ʻOkakopa 15, 1920, 
ʻa. 3). Ma kēia māhele nei o kaʻu pepa, e hoʻākāka ʻia ana nō ke ʻano e kū hōʻailona 
kūpono ana ia hohoa no kēia mea he māhū ma o ke kālailai hāiki ʻana i ko ka 
hohoa mau pono pālua i loko o ka pōʻaiapili o ia moʻolelo o Kamaakamahiʻai, a i 
loko o kēia kālailai ʻana e ʻike pū ʻia ai kekahi ʻano kuleana o ka pae māhū ma ka 
ʻoihana kapa o ke au i hala loa.

Wehewehe ʻia ka hana kapa ʻana e John F. Pokuea (Pogue), David Malo, a me 
Samuel Kamakau (Pokuea, 1858, ʻa. 1; Pokuea, 1896, ʻa. 7; Malo, 2020, ʻa. 219; 
Kamakau, 1870, Iauali 27, ʻa. 1). Ma ka laulā, ua lōkahi like ko lākou wehewehe 
ʻana i ka hana ʻana i ke kapa. Pēia hoʻi, ua kanu ʻia a mālama ʻia nā lau lole a 
mākaukau.24 Ke mākaukau, kua ka lāʻau, a holehole ka ʻili a pau, a kolikoli ka ʻiʻo 
o loko. Waiho ʻia ma ka ipu kai a mākaukau no ka hoʻomoʻomoʻo ʻia ʻana. Hohoa 
aku me ka hohoa a wali a palupalu. Kaulaʻi aʻe a keʻokeʻo maikaʻi i ka lā. Kiʻi hou 
ʻia a hoʻomaʻū i ka wai a pulu. Aia a wali ʻaeʻae maikaʻi, kūkulu ʻia ka moʻomoʻo 
a kuku aku me ka iʻe kuku a paʻa ke kapa me nā nao o ia iʻe kuku. Kaulaʻi hou a 
maloʻo pono. A laila, ʻo ka wā nō ia e hoʻoluʻu ai a e kūpenupenu ai i ke kapa. I ka 
hoʻoluʻu ʻana a maloʻo, hele a kaʻeʻe ke kapa i ke kiʻolena ʻana. Kiʻi hou ʻia mai ka 
hohoa a hohoa aku i ke kapa a nahenahe pono, a laila, e kāpalapala a niniʻo e like 
me ka makemake. 

Aia ka nui o ke kuleana o ka ʻoihana kapa i nā lima kuku o ka pae wahine (Pokuea, 
1858, ʻa. 1; Malo, 2020, ʻa. 219–223; Kamakau, 1870, Ianuali 27, ʻa. 1). I ko Pokuea 
wehewehe pōkole ʻana e pili ana i ua ʻoihana nei, ʻōlelo maila ʻo ia, “Na na wahine 
ke kapa i kuku, aole no na kane keia hana” (Pokuea, 1858, ʻa. 1). ʻO Pokuea, he 
kumu a poʻo kumu hoʻi ʻo ia ma ke Kulanui o Lahainaluna i nā MH 1850. Ua 
hōʻiliʻili ʻia ka ʻike o kāna mea i paʻi ai—e like nō hoʻi me kāna wehewehena no 
ka ʻoihana kapa—e kekahi mau haumāna o ia kulanui (Joerger, 1978, ʻa. x–xii). 
He ʻike kikoʻī ko Pokuea mā no ke komo ʻole o nā kāne ma ka māhele kuku o ka 
ʻoihana kapa. Maliʻa paha, pēlā nō i ʻike maka ai nā kānaka o kēlā wā, ʻaʻole i kuku 
kapa ke kāne. Akā, ua ʻauamo nō nā kāne i kuleana ʻē aʻe ma ka ʻoihana kapa ma 
waho aku nō o ke kuku, e laʻa ka mahi ʻana i ka wauke a me nā ʻano lau lole ʻē aʻe 
(Krauss, 1993, ʻa. 60). A, wahi a Malo, “na ke kane e kua ka wauke” (Malo, 2020, 
ʻa. 219). Wehewehe pū mai nō ʻo Kamakau i ke komo ʻana o kekahi mau kāne ma 
ka ʻoihana kapa ma ka māhele hoʻoluʻu a kāpalapala hoʻi i ke kapa, “O na kane no 
hoi kekahi poe loea ma ke ano hana malo a me ka pau wahine—He poe hapa no 
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nae ka poe i ao ia ma ia aoao, ua kapaia lakou o ka poe hooluu a kapalapala a Ehu” 
(Kamakau, 1867, ʻa. 1). Kuhi pū mai ʻo Pūkuʻi, penei: “Men who were disinclined to 
follow manly pursuits were taught to be experts in making loincloths and women’s 
skirts, and were called ‘dyers and printers of Ehu’” (Pukui mā, 1972, ʻa. 110). No ke 
kapa kikoʻī ʻia ʻana o kēia ʻano kāne pēlā me ke kākaʻikahi o ia poʻe kāne i aʻo ʻia ma 
ia māhele hana, he hōʻailona nō ia e hōʻike aku penei, he mea ʻano nui a kūikawā 
nō ia ʻano kāne ma ka ʻoihana kapa.

No kekahi ʻano mea nui o ua mau kāne nei a ʻEhu, e noʻonoʻo hou kāua, e ka mea 
heluhelu, i ka moʻolelo o Florincio lāua ʻo Oeho Loriozo. He mau kāne moe kāne 
lāua, akā ʻo Oeho wale nō ka i kapa ʻia he māhū, ʻaʻole ʻo Florincio. A pēlā nō kona 
kapa ʻia he māhū no ke ʻano hoʻi o kona hoʻokohu wahine ʻana, ʻaʻole no ke ʻano 
o kona moe kāne ʻana. Inā hoʻopili pū ia manaʻo o māhū no Oeho, ua manaʻo ʻia 
paha i ka wā i hala loa penei: he mau māhū anei ka poʻe kāne hoʻoluʻu a kāpalapala 
a ʻEhu no ke komo ʻana i ka māhele hana a ka wahine? Ma ʻaneʻi nō e hahau 
mai ai nā hohoa a nā hoa kaua māhū ʻelua o Kamaakamahiʻai e hōʻoia mai ai i ia 
mahuʻi ʻana. 

Ua hiki ke kuhi ʻia, he mau Māhū hana kapa nā Māhū o Hāʻena no ka loaʻa mai o 
kekahi mau hohoa iā lāua, a, ʻoiai, wahi a Hoʻoulumāhiehie, he hohoa kuku kapa 
kā lāua, no lāua paha kekahi kuleana ma ka ʻoihana kapa. He aha ia kuleana? Ua 
wehewehe mai ʻo Kamakau lāua ʻo Pokuea i ka pono o ka hohoa ma ka māhele 
hana a ka pae wahine i loko o ka ʻoihana kapa, penei: 1) ka mea e hoʻomoʻomoʻo 
i ke kapa a me 2) ka mea e hoʻonahenahe i ke kapa i ke kaʻeʻe i ka hoʻoluʻu ʻia 
(Kamakau, 1870, Ianuali 27, ̒ a. 1; Pokuea, 1858, ̒ a. 7). He hiki nō ke mahuʻi aʻe, ̒ o ke 
kuleana nō paha ia o ua mau Māhū nei o Hāʻena i loko o ka ʻoihana kapa. Inā pēlā, 
ua hiki hoʻi ke kuhi ʻia, ua komo pū ka māhū i ia mau māhele hana holoʻokoʻa o ka 
ʻoihana kapa, ʻo ia hoʻi ka hoʻomākaukau moʻomoʻo a me ka hoʻoluʻu kapa, ʻaʻole ʻo 
ka hohoa wale ̒ ana aku nō. He mau māhele hana nō hoʻi ia i ̒ auamo maʻamau ̒ ia e 
ka pae wahine o ka ʻoihana kapa, akā, he māhele hana nō naʻe ia i komo kūikawā ai 
ka poʻe hoʻoluʻu a ʻEhu. A̒̒ohe wahi hune ʻike kikoʻī no nā mea i māhū ai nā Māhū 
o Hāʻena, eia kā, inā mālama ʻia ko Oeho ʻano no ia mea he māhū—komo ke kāne 
ma ke kūlana wahine (ma ka nānaina a hoʻokohukohu wahine paha)—maliʻa, he 
mau māhū nō paha lāua no ko lāua kuleana me ka hohoa ma ka māhele hana a ka 
wahine i loko o ka ʻoihana kapa. Inā ʻo ia maoli nō kekahi kumu i kapa ʻia ai lāua 
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he mau māhū, he mau māhū like nō paha ia mau kāne a Kamakau i kuhikuhi ai 
nāna i komo i ka māhele hoʻoluʻu a kāpalapala o ka ʻoihana kapa. Inā pēlā, he ʻano 
ʻike koʻikoʻi kēia i ka hoʻomaopopo pono ʻana i kekahi ʻano kuleana o ka pae māhū 
i ka wā ma mua. 

Ua akāka, he komo nō ka pae kāne, ka pae māhū, a me ka pae wahine i ka ʻoihana 
kapa. Na ke kāne nō i mahi a hoʻomākaukau i nā lau lole, a na ka wahine nō i kuku 
me nā ʻano hana e pili pū ana a paʻa he kapa. No kekahi poʻe kāne i komo ma ka 
māhele hana a ka pae wahine, ʻo ka hoʻoluʻu a kāpalapala kapa hoʻi, ua manaʻo ʻia 
paha lākou he mau māhū, a na lākou nō ka hohoa no ia mau kuleana. Eia kou 
wahi mea kākau ke mahuʻi aʻe nei, he mau kuleana kikoʻī nō ko ka māhū me kāna 
hohoa ma nā wā kū waena o ka ʻoihana kapa—i waena o ka wā hoʻoluʻu ʻole ʻia a 
i ka wā hoʻoluʻu ʻia o ke kapa; i waena hoʻi o ka wā kaʻeʻe a i ka wā nahenahe o ke 
kapa. ʻO ua mau a i hoʻohiō ʻia o ka hopunaʻōlelo iho nei, ʻo ka māhū me kāna 
hohoa nō ia e hoʻopili ana i nā ʻaoʻao ʻēkoʻa ʻelua, a like loa nō hoʻi me nā māhū kū 
waena nona ka ʻike o ka ʻaoʻao kāne me ka ʻike o ka ʻaoʻao wahine, aia nō he wā kū 
waena e kaʻeʻe a nahenahe like ana ke kapa, a aia nō hoʻi he wā e ʻano hoʻoluʻu ʻole 
ʻia a ʻano hoʻoluʻu ʻia ana ke kapa. No laila, ʻo ia kūlana kū waena o nā ʻēkoʻa paha 
kekahi kumu i hoʻokuleana ʻia ai ka māhū a me ka hohoa i ia mau ʻano hana o ka 
ʻoihana kapa.

I ka ʻoihana kaua naʻe, he lāʻau kālai ʻia ka hohoa e hohoa ai i ke poʻo o ka hoa kaua 
(Pukui & Elbert, 1986, ʻa. 75). Ua ʻōlelo ʻia, ua uhai like nō nā wāhine i ke kaua i 
mea e hānai ai i nā kāne e kaua ana, a ke pono, ua hoʻouka kaua pū ka wahine ma 
ka ̒ aoʻao o kāna kāne ma ke kahua kaua.25 Pēlā pū paha ka māhū? Ke pono, ua hele 
anei ʻo ia i ke kaua me kāna hohoa e wala ana a e hoahoa ana i nā poʻo o nā hoa 
kaua? Inā nō pēlā, he hōʻoia hou nō ʻo nā Māhū o Hāʻena e hōʻike leʻa ʻia ana ke 
ʻano “palua…ma ka naau me ka noonoo, a ma na ano a pau” o ka māhū me kāna 
hohoa, ʻo ia hoʻi, he mau loea pālualua maoli nō ia ma ka ʻoihana kapa a me ka 
ʻoihana kaua. Hiki i ka māhū ke hoʻohana i kāna hohoa ma ka ʻoihana kapa, a ke 
pono, e ʻaʻe aku ma waho o ke kuleana a me ke kapu o ia hohoa, a hoʻohana pū ʻia 
ka hohoa ma ka ʻoihana kaua. He mau ʻēkoʻa pū paha kekahi ia mau ʻoihana o ka 
hohoa, ʻoiai, pili ka ʻoihana kaua—i kiaʻi nui ʻia e ka pae kāne—i ka make me ka 
hoʻokahuli nohona, a pili nō hoʻi ka ̒ oihana kapa—i kiaʻi nui ̒ ia e ka pae wahine—i 
ke ola me ka hōʻoluʻolu nohona.



87

HŪLILI  Vol. 12 (2026)

“E Ana e Umokina”:26 He ʻŌlelo Panina 

Ma ke kālailai ʻana i nā moʻolelo i paʻi ʻia i loko o nā nūpepa e waiho mai nei i loko 
o nā waihona palapala kahiko, pēlā nō e maopopo pono ai ke kuanaʻike Hawaiʻi 
maoli, ke kuanaʻike o nā Kānaka o ia wā i hala loa no ke kūlana māhū (ʻo nā mea 
ia i ʻike ʻia ai he māhū) a me ka pae māhū (he mau ʻōlohe o ke kūlana māhū nona 
kekahi ʻano kuleana i loko o kekahi ʻano hui kanaka). Ma o ia maopopo ʻana mai o 
ia mau manaʻo ʻelua, pēlā nō i kālailai ʻia ai ke kūlana me ka pae o nā Māhū hahau 
hohoa o ka moʻolelo o Kamaakamahiʻai, na J. W. K. Kaualilinoe i palapala i ka MH 
1870–1871. E like nō hoʻi me ka hohoa i kālailai nui ʻia ma kēia pepa nei, he wahi 
hōʻoia nō hoʻi kēia pepa nei no kekahi mau manaʻo kuʻuna o ia mea he māhū e 
like me ka mea i ʻike ʻia ma nā waihona ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi, ʻo ia hoʻi, he pālua nō hoʻi 
ke ʻano o ka hohoa, a he pālua nō hoʻi ke ʻano o ka poʻe māhū. He kilo nō hoʻi kēia 
no ke ʻano loa me ke ʻano laulā o ka poʻe māhū ma ka moʻolelo Hawaiʻi ma ke ʻano 
he mau loea o ka ʻoihana kapa a ma ke ʻano hoʻi he mau kupu ʻino weliweli o ka 
ʻoihana kaua. 

He nui nō nā ʻano palena o kēia pepa kālailai nei, akā, he pepa nō kēia e hoʻākāka 
pono ana i ka ʻane naʻi pau ʻana o ka papahana kolonaio i nā moʻolelo kahiko 
e pili ana i ka poʻe māhū Hawaiʻi. Ua mau nō naʻe ke ō o kekahi ʻike hune iki i 
loko o kekahi mau moʻolelo Hawaiʻi, a he koe mai nei nō nā noiʻina hou aku ma 
nā waihona palapala kahiko, a pēlā nō e hoʻonui hou aku ai i ko kākou ʻike a paʻa 
hou mai he kuanaʻike Hawaiʻi maoli, a pēlā pū nō e hiʻi ai a mālama pono ai i ka 
poʻe māhū me nā moʻolelo e pili pū ana, a kū haʻaheo nō hoʻi nā ʻano pae māhū 
like ʻole i loko o nā ʻano hui kanaka like ʻole e hoʻokō kuleana ana no ka pono o ka 
Lāhui holoʻokoʻa. 

He leo ualo kēia pepa i nā ʻōlohe o ka ʻoihana noiʻi moʻolelo Hawaiʻi: e kuʻupau 
like kākou ma ka hoʻomanawanui ʻana i loko o ia mau waihona palapala kahiko i 
mea e kālailai hou aku ai i ke kūlana māhū me ka pae māhū. E like loa nō me kaʻu 
i wehewehe ai no nā mea e māhū ai ka pae māhū o nā ʻoihana kapa ma kekahi 
moʻolelo Hawaiʻi, e noiʻi nō paha kekahi i ka poʻe māhū a kekahi poʻe ̒ oihana kahiko 
i helu ʻia ma kēia pepa nei, ʻo ka hula ʻoe, ʻo ka lāʻau lapaʻau ʻoe, ʻo ka noho aliʻi 
ʻoe, ʻo ka ʻoihana kahuna ʻoe, a ia ʻoihana, a ia ʻoihana aku nō. Maliʻa hoʻi, e kālailai 
ʻia nā moʻolelo māhū no Kiʻi, ka māhū mua o ka pule hoʻolaʻa aliʻi he Kumulipo 
(He Pule Hoolaa Alii, 1889; Young, 2020); no nā aliʻi māhū ʻo Kauholanuimāhū 
(Malo, The Moʻolelo Hawai̒ i) me Kaumakoa (Fornander); no Kapaemāhū, Kinohi, 



88

 LORENZO-ELARCO  |  NĀ MĀHŪ HOHOA O HĀʻENA

Kapuni, Kahāloa, a me A̒laneo mā, he mau kāhuna lapaʻau (Boyd, “Tradition of 
the Wizard Stones,” 139–41; Pukui lāua ʻo Elbert, Hawaiian Dictionary, 18; Pukui, 
Mookini, a me Elbert, Place Names of Hawaii, 173); no Kiaua a me Maioho, he mau 
hoa kaua (Hoʻoulumāhiehie, 1910). He waiwai loa pū nō nā noiʻina e pili ana i nā 
moʻolelo māhū i ke au ʻana o ka manawa ma Hawaiʻi nei e like me Mr. a me Mrs. 
Florincio Loriozo mā (1920, ʻa. 1). ʻIke pū ʻia nō nā māhū ma nā inoa ʻāina, e laʻa 
ʻo Kamahualele [Kamāhūalele], ʻo Leinaomahu [Leinaomāhū], a ʻo Ka Pae Māhū 
o Wailua, a he mea minamina loa ka ʻimi ʻana i nā mea e pana ʻia ai ia ʻāina i ka 
māhū.27 Pehea auaneʻi he noiʻina no kahi e launa ai a launa ʻole ai ke kūlana māhū 
me ke kūlana aikāne? ʻO kekahi kumuhana nui paha e hoʻākea ʻia ai ke kuanaʻike 
Hawaiʻi, ʻo ia ka noiʻi ʻana i ke kūlana māhū i loko o ke ao kūlohelohe Hawaiʻi, ʻo 
ia hoʻi, he pili anei ke kūlana māhū i ke kanaka wale nō? A i ʻole, he pili pū nō ia 
i nā mea ola e like paha me ka uhu, he iʻa kupaianaha hoʻi i hiki ke hoʻololi i kona 
ʻano i uhu kāne, uhu wahine, ke pono. He māhū anei ia iʻa?28  

Me he hohoa lā, wala kēia pepa ma luna o ke kahua paʻa o ka ̒ imi noiʻi ̒ ana i nā ̒ ano 
waihona palapala ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi, i mea hoʻi e hohoa aku ai i nā poʻo hoʻokolonaio 
ʻia nāna e hoʻokaʻeʻe nei i ko kākou nohona i nā ʻano ʻaoʻao ʻinoʻino ʻaeʻa hewa no 
nā pae māhū. Aia pū nō ka manaʻolana i ka lilo ʻana o kēia wahi pepa, ʻo ia kekahi 
kapa nahenahe hiehie a niniʻo loa o ka ʻike kilohana o nā poʻe kūpuna Hawaiʻi, no 
kākou hoʻi e ʻaʻahu mai ai, ʻo ko kākou kapa nō ia e kīpuni ʻia ai ka ʻohana a pau, ʻo 
nā wāhine, nā kāne, me nā māhū hoʻi. Keu loa aku nō hoʻi ma kēia au nei e loli nei 
ko kākou kuanaʻike, e ʻimi ikaika naʻe kākou i ka hoʻōla hou ʻana i ke kūlana māhū 
a me nā pae māhū ma luna pololei nō o ke kuanaʻike Hawaiʻi maoli—no ka pono 
nō hoʻi o ka māhūi.

He Papa Hua ʻŌlelo a ʻŌlelo Pōkole

Inoa maka peni  He inoa kapakapa o kekahi mea kākau.

Haʻakuhi  I kuhi aku i kekahi kumu ʻike.

Kanaka nona kekahi ʻano hiʻona maʻi kāne a me kekahi ʻano hiʻona maʻi wahine 
Hermaphrodite.

Kāne kohu nānaina ʻano wahine a he wahine kohu nānaina ʻano kāne  Transvestite.
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Kāne moe kāne a he wahine moe wahine  Homosexual. 

Kūlana māhū  Nā hiʻohiʻona e māhū ai ka māhū.

Mā  Hoʻohana ʻia ma kahi o “et al.”

Pae kāne  He ʻāuna kāne nona kekahi ʻano kuleana ma kekahi ʻoihana.

Pae māhū  He ʻāuna māhū nona kekahi ʻano kuleana ma kekahi ʻoihana.

Pae wahine  He ʻāuna wahine nona kekahi ʻano kuleana ma kekahi ʻoihana.

Pn  He hoʻopōkole ʻia o “pēlā nō ma ke kumu” ma kahi o “sic.”

ʻA  He hoʻopōkole ʻia o “ʻaoʻao.”

ʻAm  He hoʻopōkole ʻia o “ʻaʻohe manawa” ma kahi o “no date” ke akāka ʻole ka 
manawa paʻi.

He Papa Kumu ʻIke
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He Papa Kuhia o Lalo

1	 Aia kēia ʻōlelo ma kā Kaualilinoe “Ka Moolelo o Kamaakamahiai” (1870–1871, 
Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4).

2	 Pela ʻia ʻo māhū penei ma ka moʻolelo e kuhi ʻia nei ma ʻaneʻi (Kaualilinoe, 
1870–1871). 

3	 Ma kēia pepa, pela ʻia ʻo “Pukui” penei, ma nā kuhia o lalo, no ke kuhi ʻana i ke 
ʻano i paʻi ʻia ai kona inoa ma kāna mau mea i kākai ai. No “Pūkuʻi,” pela ʻia penei, 
ma waho aʻe o ka haʻakuhi ʻana i kona inoa kākau, no ke kamaʻāina ʻana o ka mea 
heluhelu i ke ʻano e puana ʻia ai kona inoa. 

4	 Aia kēia ʻōlelo ma kā Kaualilinoe “Ka Moolelo o Kamaakamahiai” (1870–1871, 
Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4).
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5	 Hoʻomaka ka wā ʻumi o ia mea he Kumulipo, penei: “O mai la, o La’ila’i ka paia, 
O Kane a Kapokinikini ka pou, o Ki’i ka mahu.” Ua haʻalele ʻo Laʻilaʻi iā Kiʻi, a pili 
pū me Kāne (He Pule Hoolaa Alii, 1889). Ma kona kālailai ʻana i ia māhele o ia mea 
he Kumulipo, kuhi ʻo Lilikalā Kameʻeleihiwa (1999), he māhū paha ʻo Kiʻi, a he 
māhū hoʻi ma ke ʻano he kāne moe kāne. 

6	 “Only māhū with both syllables marked, has directly sexual meanings: those of 
the homosexual by nature and practice, and the physical hermaphrodite. It is this 
māhū we discuss here. A present-day, perhaps regional usage, also gives māhū the 
meaning of transvestite, an individual, not necessarily homosexual, who wears 
clothing of the opposite sex” (Pukui mā, 1972, ʻa. 109).

7	 Pela ʻokoʻa ʻia ʻo Loriozo i kēlā me kēia manawa (Loriozo, Loirozo, Lorioza).  
He hopena paha ia pela ʻokoʻa ʻana i ke ʻano o ka noʻonoʻo o ia wā, ʻo ia hoʻi, ʻaʻole 
ʻano nānā iki ʻia ka poʻe māhū?

8	 He huaʻōlelo hou kēia i pili i ka pilina lāhui o ka poʻe māhū (Kahikina, 2024, 
ʻa. 515–516).

9	 Moʻolelo maila ʻia no ka poʻe māhū ma ka ʻōlelo Kanaka o Niʻihau 
(Wong-Kalu mā, 2020). 

10	Aia kēia ʻōlelo ma kā Kaualilinoe “Ka Moolelo o Kamaakamahiai” (1870–1871, 
Iune 18, 1870, ʻa. 1).

11	 He ʻano inoa kapakapa ka inoa maka peni, pili pono nō naʻe ia ʻano inoa ma ka 
peni, ʻo ia hoʻi he inoa kapakapa i hoʻohana ʻia ma ke kākau ʻana (Lorenzo-Elarco, 
2021, ʻa. 4). 

12	Kuhi maila ʻo Noenoe Silva, he inoa maka peni nō hoʻi ʻo Na-Hau-o-Maihi-Au-
Ana-i-ke-Kai no Hoʻoulumāhiehie, a he inoa maka peni hoʻi ʻo Hoʻoulumāhiehie 
no Joseph Mokuʻōhai Poepoe a me kona poʻe hoa ʻimi moʻolelo. ʻO ua Poepoe 
nei nō ka luna hoʻoponopono nūpepa o Ke Aloha Aina i ia manawa (Silva, 2017,  
ʻa. 146–147). 

13	ʻO ka poʻe moʻo akua kekahi kumuhana i kālailai nui ʻia mai ka moʻolelo mai o 
Kamaakamahiʻai (Brown, 2022).
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14	Ua kālailai nui ʻia e Kīhei de Silva ka moʻolelo o ia poʻe mele i loko o ka moʻolelo 
o Kamaakamahiʻai, a ua lilo ia ̒ o kekahi mea nui i ulu aʻe ai ka hoi i loko ona e haku 
i mele aloha ʻāina hou no kona ʻāina aloha, i hoʻōla hou i nā moʻolelo o kona ʻāina, 
a i mau nā haʻawina nui o ka moʻolelo i loko o kona ʻohana a me kona kaiāulu (de 
Silva, 2014, 2017). 

15	Aia kēia ʻōlelo ma kā Kaualilinoe “Ka Moolelo o Kamaakamahiai” (1870–1871, 
Iune 25, 1870, ʻa. 1).

16	He meiwi ka moʻokūʻauhau, ʻo ia hoʻi, “He helu ho‘i i nā inoa me nā ‘āina nui o 
nā hāme‘e nui o ka mo‘olelo o ke ‘ano mo‘okū‘auhau kama‘āina; i ka nui loa aku o 
ka manawa a keu, ‘o kēia ka meiwi ho‘omaka i ka mo‘olelo Hawai‘i” (Perreira, 2013, 
ʻa. 63). Eia kekahi mau laʻana moʻolelo Hawaiʻi hou aku me ka meiwi moʻokūʻauhau 
i ka ʻōmaka o ka moʻolelo: Dwight, 1867; Kaluaikoolau lāua ʻo Kelekona, 1906, ʻa. 5; 
He Molelo [pn] Kaao, 1891, ʻa. 4; Hoʻoulumāhiehie, 2009, ʻa. 40–42.

17	Aia kēia ʻōlelo ma kā Kaualilinoe “Ka Moolelo o Kamaakamahiai” (1870–1871, 
Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4).

18	Ua hiō ʻo ana ma ka moʻolelo kumu i paʻi ʻia ma ka nūpepa (Kaualilinoe, 1870–
1871, Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4). 

19	Aia kēia ʻōlelo ma kā Hoʻoulumāhiehie “Moolelo Hoonaue Puuwai” (1901–1911, 
Iulai 30, 1910, ʻa. 4).

20	ʻO hermaphrodites ka unuhina ma kā Pūkuʻi. Eia he laʻana: “He [Kamaakamahiʻai] 
awoke suddenly, looked about and said, ‘What indeed! There are two hermaphro-
dites on Kauaʻi. They have made war on my grandfather and now he is almost 
defeated’” (Pukui, ʻam, ʻa. 48). 

21	Wehewehe ʻia ʻo kupua penei, “Demigod or culture hero, especially a supernat-
ural being possessing several forms (as Kamapuaʻa and Laenihi); one possessing 
mana; to possess kupua (magic) powers.” Wehewehe ʻia ʻo kupu penei, “Spirit, 
supernatural being” (Pukui & Elbert, 1986, ʻa. 186).

22	I ka hoʻihoʻi ʻana i ke ea iā Hawaiʻi, ua lilo ia he lā hoʻomanaʻo nui ʻia ʻo ia ka Lā 
Hoʻihoʻi Ea (Beamer, 2014, ʻa. 135–138). 

23	Ma lalo o ka wehewehena no kupu, “Upstart, as one rising suddenly and 
conspicuously to high position” (Pukui & Elbert, 1986, ʻa. 186).
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24	ʻO ka lau lole, ʻo ia nā lāʻau e hana ʻia ai he kapa, e laʻa me ka wauke, ka maʻaloa, 
ka māmaki, a me ka pōʻulu.

25	“King Kalākaua wrote of an army, ‘followed by two or three hundred women, 
bearing food, water, extra weapons, and a variety of camp necessaries.’ Mrs. Pukui 
relates: ‘These were women trained in warfare. They went with their men, and 
when the men were fighting, the women prepared their food, though cooking was 
usually man’s work. They nursed their wounded. And if they had to fight, they 
fought. They asked to become nā koa wāhine and the men trained them. Their 
pāʻū (skirts) got in the way so they tied them up, something like a malo’” (Pukui 
mā, 1972, ʻa. 110).

26	Aia kēia ʻōlelo ma kā Kaualilinoe “Ka Moolelo o Kamaakamahiai” (1870–1871, 
Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4).

27	“I loa i na alii i ke kau ae, a ke hele nei no lakou e kau iluna o na waa, waiho mai 
la ke Kupueu o ka la Koa i kana olelo i ka poe o ka hale aloha oukou la e-a, a o ko 
ia la nalo aku la no ia, a ke hele nei hoi na Keiki alii a kau iluna o na waa, a kau ae 
la ka pea, a lawe aku la ka makani malanai o ua Koolau la, a i ka makani hoi i na 
hoe waa, ‘Oili pulelo ke ahi o ka maile, lele hoaka no iluna o Kamahualele’ o keia 
wa a lakou e holo nui nei, ua mehana ae ka la ia manawa” (Kaualilinoe, 1870–1871, 
Kepakemapa 3, 1870, ʻa. 4; Pukui mā, 1976, ʻa. 173; Hawaiian Place Names, 2024). 

28	Ua hāpai ʻia ia manaʻo no ka iʻa māhū e Kahala Johnson (“Mauna Kea Series”).




